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Ezra Chapter 6

• Initially the enemies of God tried to join the work of the Hebrews, to infiltrate their 
ranks, when that didn’t work they opposed them more directly trying to thwart the 
work of God.  For a time the work was stopped. 

• Then the prophets Haggai and Zechariah were sent by God to get them back on 
track building the Temple of God. 

• Not long after the work resumes the children of Israel are confronted by some 
officials from Darius’ court - seeking to confirm who authorized the rebuilding of 
the Temple. 

• They inquired of the Jews, but the Jews did not stop working; they’d heard from 
God and knew what they were supposed to be doing.  The Governor none the 
less inquired of the kings court to seek direction.  Now we come to the response 
from the king. 

V: 1-5 King Darius orders a search of the records and it is found that Cyrus did indeed  
 order the Temple rebuilt, rebuilt well at the kings expense. 

Map - Persian Empire - Achmetha - Babylon 

• Also restore the gold & silver vessels of the house of God to Jerusalem.  

V: 6-10 Darius further orders the other local governors not to interfere with what the  
 Jews are doing, the stay far from them. 

 Matthew 4:10 “… get thee hence, Satan: for it is written…” 

 Proverbs 21:1 “The kings heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water:  
  he turneth it whithersoever He will.” 

• He then kicks in all the tribute / taxes from the other side of the river (Euphrates) 
which is now to be used to help fund the construction of the Temple, including the 
gift of livestock for the sacrifices. 

• That they may pray for the life of the king and his sons, something that we’re 
supposed to be doing anyway: 

 1 Timothy 2:1-4 “1I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers,    
  intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 2for kings, and for all  
  that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness  
  and honesty.  3For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior;   



Ezra Chapters 6 & 7  page �  of �                                                                                                                                       2 7
M.K. Scanlan

  4Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the   
  truth.” 

• As the previous chapter ends there is that sense of “I wonder what the king will 
say…”  Here we see that the Lord, through the king just completely turns the 
tables around! 

• God called the Israelites to this task and we see the resistance to if from the 
outside and wonder… 

 Ephesians 3:20  “Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above  
  all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us,” 

• “When God guides, He provides!” 

V: 11-12 The king is committed to this project, and it is reflected in his placing a penalty 
 upon those who resist his will. 

• “Whosoever shall alter this word…”  The Persian king dealt harshly with those 
that would alter his word; so does our Lord. 

 Deuteronomy 4:2 “Ye shall not add unto the Word which I command you, neither  
  shall ye diminish aught from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the Lord  
  your God which I command you.” 

 Revelation 22:18-19 (same thing) 

• Whoever resists let his house be torn apart, and make a gallows from the 
materials, and let him be hung - and make his house a dunghill. 

• In Israel today, when they find those that have been guilty of terrorist activities 
the IDF will move in and destroy the house of the terrorist - this dates back to the 
days of Ezra and the decree of Darius the Persian king. 

• He also invokes the name of the God who has caused His name to dwell in 
Jerusalem. 

V: 13-15 Tatnai, She-thar-boz-nai and their companions figured this out pretty easily  
 and did what they were commanded “speedily”. 

• The Jews responding to the word of God from Haggai and Zechariah also moved 
speedily in obeying the word of God and the Temple was finished quickly. 

• They finished the house on the 3rd of Adar which relates to Feb / March - or about 
a month or so before Passover in the month of Nissan. 
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• Their goal was no doubt to celebrate the Passover; it has taken about 20 years to 
re-build the Temple. 

• The house was finished, restored, built again on the 3rd day: 

 After Jesus cleansed the Temple, the Jews were pretty angry: 
 John 2:18-19 “18Then answered the Jews and said unto Him, what sign shewest  
  thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these things?  19Jesus answered and said  
  unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 

V: 16-18 They dedicated the Temple with joy - no dissenters, no mention of any    
 complaining about the lack of grandeur.  They dedicated the temple and set the   
 priesthood and the Levites in their order as described in the Law, in accordance with  
 God’s Word. 

• There was no ark in the Holy of Hollies, the glory of the Lord did not fill the house 
as before - but the Temple was still dedicated to the Lord because it was His 
house. 

• In Solomon’s day they couldn’t number the offerings it was way over the top; here 
we see that they off 712 sacrifices - but the Lord accepted them.   

• Most importantly they offered 12 male goats for a sin offering, one for each tribe 
because they wanted the Lord to forgive their sins and give them a new 
beginning. 

• Amongst the other offerings, the sin offering “17…twelve he goats, according to 
the number of the tribes of Israel.”  Meaning there were no “lost tribes”, there was 
representation there of those 12 tribes. 

V: 19-22 They kept the Passover, they were able to because the priests and Levites  
 had purified themselves in anticipation of the Passover and the Feast of Un-   
 leavened bread. 

• The leaders invited all the Jews and Jewish proselytes to share in the Passover, 
even those who couldn’t prove their lineage.  As long as the men were 
circumcised and had separated themselves from the paganism of the people of 
the land, they were welcome. 

• The Temple had been dedicated, now the people were dedicating themselves. 

• They kept them with joy knowing that the Lord had provided for them in every 
way, including through the king of Assyria. 

 Psalm 89:1 “I will sing of the mercies of the Lord for ever: with my mouth will I   
  make known thy faithfulness to all generations.” 
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Ezra Chapter 7 

V: 1-5 After these things; meaning the previous 6 chapters - but not right after.  It looks  
 like “then next week” - we assume that is was “right after” - but there is actually a   
 decent gap of 57 years between chapters 6 & 7.  The story of Esther takes place   
 during this gap in time. 

• Here we are introduced to Ezra (Help / Helper), the author of this book, and 
previously 1 & 2 Chronicles, and Psalm 119. 

 God gifted and used Ezra as a “scribe.” 

 2 Peter 1:20-21 “20Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any   
  private interpretation.  21For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: 
  but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 

• Just as the others were compelled to declare their genealogy, Ezra does the 
same, proving that he is a descendant of Aaron, Moses’ brother - and thereby a 
priest.  It was all about pedigree and relationship. 

 1 Peter 2:5 “Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy    
  priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.” 

V: 6-10  In the 7th year of the reign of Ar-ta-xerxes (457 BC), and certainly with His   
 permission if not command. 

• Ezra being a “ready scribe” in the Law of Moses meant that he was an expert   
at the Law - well grounded. 

• When did he get “ready” - while in captivity in Babylon - he didn’t waste his time 
pouting, he got busy!  He spent years seeking and studying - then one day the 
Lord tapped him for a mission. 

“Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the Lord and to do it…” 

• How do we prepare our hearts for this?  Through prayer and dedication; by 
making a commitment!   I’m going to seek Him, I’m going to study His Word, I’m 
going to commit it to my heart!  

 2 Timothy 2:15 “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
  not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 

• He prepared his heart first of all to seek the law - then to do it! 
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• Paul the apostle said that the Jews were making a serious mistake in their day 
because they thought that just because they had the law of the Lord, they were 
justified. 

Paul said:
Romans 2:13 “For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of 

the law shall be justified.”

• Having the law of God doesn’t justify anybody. It is the keeping of the law that 
justifies a man.

• Some people make the mistake of thinking that because they go to church or do 
this or that with the church, I’m OK, yet we’re not really doing the things that God 
has commanded, not submitted to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.

Jesus asks: 
Luke 6:46 “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?”

• It’s our obedience to the word, doing the word of God that is important: 

 James 1:22 “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own 
  selves.” 

• Ezra set his heart to seek the law of God, to do it, and to teach it. 

• It is an awesome responsibility to teach God’s Word - and those that do are held 
accountable. 

• I’m amazed and dumbfounded at some of the things that I hear from some 
Pastors and so called teachers - so many un-biblical positions and statements. 

• There are pastors that don’t believe in the virgin birth, or the deity of Christ 

 James 3:1 “My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the  
  greater condemnation.” 

• Ezra along with another installment of priests, Levites, singers, porters, and 
Nethinims (non-Jews) take the 4 month trek from Babylon to Jerusalem. 

“9… according to the good hand of his God upon him.”  Meaning that God had certainly  
  given him favor. (3X’s / 6X’s)  Ezra was an obscure priest, born in captivity who  
  would be used greatly of God. 

• Another way to look at it was that he was “in touch” with God, in fellowship and 
communion with God. 
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• According to V: 10 Ezra went with the specific intent of teaching the children of 
Israel the Word of God. 

 Nehemiah 8:2, 5-6a, 7b-8 “2And Ezra the priest brought the law before the    
  congregation both of men and women, and all that could hear with      
  understanding, upon the first day of the seventh month.” - “5And Ezra opened the 
  book in the sight of all the people; for he was above all the people; and when he  
  opened it, all the people stood up:  6And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God.   
  And all the people answered, Amen, Amen, with lifting up their hands: and they  
  bowed their heads, and worshipped the Lord with their faces to the ground.” -   
  7b…and the Levites, caused the people to understand the law: and the people  
  stood in their place.  8So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and  
  gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading.” 

V: 11-15 This is the commission that was given to Ezra from Artaxerxes: 

• Artaxerxes refers to Ezra as a scribe of the “God of Heaven” - he is giving 
reverence and honor to God. 

• All those that want to go of their own free will are welcome to go or to stay. 

• Artaxerxes and his counsellors make an offering to the God of Israel who lives in 
Jerusalem. 

V: 16-23 Add to that whatever the people would willingly give; he’s being generous   
 himself, and he’s not forcing anyone else to give; he’s trusting that God will put it on  
 their hearts. 

• Repeating the order to give all the vessels of the house of the Lord back, to 
restore them, and whatever else they might need from the kings treasure house - 
this sounds a lot like a “blank check.” 

• The king tells his treasurers / tax collectors out beyond the Euphrates to give 
Ezra whatever he needs in terms of silver, wheat, wine, and oil to certain 
generous parameters. 

• Then he says “do this quickly” - “why should God’s wrath be upon me” - He 
feared the true and living God of Israel! 

V: 24 The blessing keep rolling in - those ministering to the house of the Lord shall be  
 tax exempt - by order of the king. 

• All of this is in honoring the God of heaven! 
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• Secular history records that at about this time the Egyptians and the Athenians 
(Greeks) rebelled against the Persians and so they had to once again be 
subdued and conquered.  And they were, God gave them victory on both fronts… 

V: 25-26 The king then decrees that Ezra will teach and enforce the Law of God, the  
 Word of God upon all the peoples on that side of the river Euphrates - and those that 
 resist will be punished! 

• Zeal! 

V: 27-28 Ezra praises God and gives Him glory for giving such favor, such mercy   
 before the king - “the hand of the Lord my God was upon me…” 

• Ezra was empowered by God to do what God called him to do and so are we. 

 Ephesians 3:16-21 “16That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory,  
  to be strengthened with might by His Sprit in the inner man. 17That Christ may  
  dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 18may be 
  able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth,  
  and height; 19And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye  
  might be filled with all the fulness of God.  20Now unto Him that is able to do   
  exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that  
  worketh in us, 21Unto Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all  
  ages, world without end.  Amen.” 

• Homework:  Read Haggai and Zachariah 
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